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When you may find them

Hoglets may be found in May, June or July, when the first litters are
generally born, and in August-September, when the second litters are
born. The average size of a litter is four to five, and they appear after
about a 4!/> week pregnancy.

Why you may find them

If the mother is disturbed soon after the birth, she may desert her
hoglets. Many more hoglets are made orphans because their mother
is killed or injured by motor vehicles, dies because of garden or
farmland hazards, falls into a cattle grid without an escape ramp or
is poisoned by pesticides. If you have a nest in your garden do not
keep looking in it as this may cause the mother to desert the babjes.

Where you may find them
The hoglets will probably be in or near their nest, which often will
be under a shed, in a hedgerow, pile of garden debris or a compost
heap. You may hear their distressed, shrill, bird-like piping. If you
find one or two, the area should be searched, as there may be others,
either still in the nest or nearby.

What to do when you find them
Abandoned hoglets are very vulnerable creatures and are often found
in a poor state. For survival, human help is needed quickly, and

generally three things are needed urgently — WARMTH, TOILETING
and FOOD.

Stress reduction

Wild animals suffer stress in an unnatural environment and
hedgehogs are no exception. The hoglets will need to be in a quiet,
calm atmosphere and handled only when necessary.

How to provide warmth for them
The hoglets will benefit greatly by being put in a warm room. They
should be placed in a small cardboard box or similar container, lined
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with plenty of newspaper. For bedding One week old Hoglet
use some old [but not threadbare]
towels. Place a hot water bottle, filled
with hot = not boiling water - wrapped
in a towel or warm material, in the
bottom of the box [a reptile heat mat or
heated propagator may be used instead)
Put the hoglets on this and cover with
further bedding. The hot water bottle
will need to be changed every few hours to keep the hoglets warm.
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Hygiene

It is important that the hoglets, their bedding and feeding equipment
are kept scrupulously clean. The bedding should be changed regularly
and the feeding equipment sterilised. After dealing with each litter,
hands should be washed and weighing equipment cleaned.

Weigh the hoglets daily and chart their growth. Mark them by
painting a few prickles with nail varnish — each hoglets mark will be
in a different place.

How to feed them

This will depend largely on the age and weight of the hedgehogs, and
the following schedule is a suggested guide: -

Up to 2 weeks old (Weight about 1-30zs, 30-85gms) - Very regular
“orce” feeding of about 1-3mls approx. every 2-4 hours [or on
demand!). Cimicat or Esbilac (kitten and puppy powdered milk
substitutes) are often used as is goats’ milk, but a lactose free or low
i lactose milk like that sold in pet shops or supermarkets for kittens
and cats can be used in the short term. Multi-vitamin drops (Abidec]
should be given daily (4-5 drops) in one of the feeds especially if
frozen milk is used. Warm the milk before feeding.
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